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Creative constructions

BRICKTHROUGH: TAY SUAN CHIANG PROFILES 10 ARCHITECTS WHO ARE LIKELY TO

Yip Yuen Hong, 47 (left)
Principal architect of fp:Li Design,
He graduated from NUS

Years of practice: 18

Recemt award: SIA Architectural Design
Award 2006, for a house at Sunset Place
Hiis take on local architecture: Local architec-
ture tends to look alike. For example, houses
here look sleek, rich and uninteresting. We
are still not daring enough 1o e ourselves.

Rather than depend on others 1o say what
is good taste, home-owners should decide for
themselves the look they want lor their
homes, rather than copying trends or their
neighbours, ]

Cienerally, there has been improvement in
some aspects of local architecture over the
last two decades. The quality of materials
used has improved. Bul whether or not local
architects have made improvements in design-
ing buildings that reflect our culture, climate
and context is still questionable,

His style of architecture: Hopelully timeless,
subtle, understated, simple yet lifting.
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BE SUCCESS STORIES THIS YEAR

Architecture bacame a high-profile venture last
year, with controversial design proposals and
numerous design awards. Lifel picks 10 Singapore
architects likely to change the landscape this year

Tay Suan Chiang
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RCHITECTURE was a hot topic tn 2008, with the twe upconuny Inte-
erated Reserts (1R} in Marina Bay and Scntosa fusling public interest in
de=ign,
J"'%:IT the tecord, Las Vegas Sands won Lhe bid fer the Marins 1R while
{icnting International won the Sentosa sile, Their vesouts, designed by Canadian
archites1 Muoshe Safdiz and Amercan archilec, Michac) (ireves respeclively, are
expected 10 he ready by 2004 and 2010 respeativaly. _ _

Mo Jahn Ting, 532, the immediate past president of the Smgapare Insutle ol
Architects [SLA). noles: “The design proposals for the IRs caprured people’s im
Erineion”

* This was especially cvident in the feaback far Frank Gehry's proposal for the
Sentosa IR, which did nol win the bid. The American archites!’s design of o
arme-tell twazted steel-and-glass structure resembling galls divided the puble, with
some loving ils boldness snd others decrving its neomprehonsible struclure,

YVeteran architect Tang Guan Bes. 63, savs 20060 will also be remembered as a

vear nf awards.
" The 3LA held itz Sth Architectersl Desian Awards, reeognising work by local
architects, The SIAGotr Architecture Pnze for Emergent Archiocture was fllf:f'l
launchzd, (iotz is a building malerial supply ard sorvics provider. The award will
he given bicnnizlly to an architect who contribules W new diections in Asian ar-
chiteciurs,

In Novemhber, architcets once apam wme inte the spotlight with the naugural
Pregident's [Deston Avward, I1is the pation's highest honour [or designers and wall
he given annuelly (o the finest Singaporcan talent, products and projects.

Mr Ting sevs that unlike (ashion, which changes cach seasen, architecturs
takes 2 longer time for Tuibion as buildings take more lme (o be completed.

He and Mr lang note that 2006 was 8 year in which architects wors maostly
fnvalved wilh small residential projocts and design proposals. ih o

“ Bt with the property boom and the TR, these sre signs that the fide s chang-
ing and there will he more work for architeets,” says Mr Ting,

Yo, who are the biggest aames in HingaEI:m:':. nrchitecture seenc now?

Lilel Design enlisted the help of the SLA 1o come up with 10 archutests @
watch ont for in 0. -

The 514, which has mote than |00 members, 1s he nabional orgamsation cep-
resentne archilets here. The 10 professionals festured on our el are sl
wwarid-winming aechitects. _ _

SLA. president Rita Soh says the works of all W1 "show thal Sngapore archi-
roors have come of age and ¢an compete in the inlematicnal arena™ _

Sull, speak to architcets and a common gronse is that when it comes (o iz
profects, fhers i still 8 bias among developers for forcign erchilects. M Ting savs
that it takes time to coovinee clisntg that local archilecls are just as good.

But things seem (o be changing, a5 “we have local architcets warking Logethsr
wilh [oreign omes, so that in a start”™, he says. _

Fuor example, local firm 1P Architects is working with Michael Clraves on the
Sentosa TR Tt alsa worked with ,]-:_|]_|:_|I:u;‘:-.‘-w} architcct 'J'iJ].'I:J [lu on the $290-millico
Vivolity shopping mall and with British im Michael Wiliord & Parimers on the
Esplanmle proact,

b 3 EE T T Wed



